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[OPENing]
Sensing Nature: 
Yoshioka Tokujin, Shinoda Taro, Kuribayashi Takashi
Rethinking the Japanese perception of nature
24 July (Sat) – 7 November (sun), 2010    MORI ART MUSEUM

The Japanese word for “nature” was once pronounced jinen, 
and meant that something was as-it-is – in other words, in an 
unaltered state. In the Meiji Period, with the new pronunciation 
shizen , the same word was used to identify the English 
concept of "nature," which had been imported from the West. 
In this way, the Japanese sense of nature became associated 
not only with wilderness and virgin forest as opposed to the 
man-made world, and to the countryside as opposed to the 
cities, but to a wide-ranging cosmology incorporating the 
entire universe – all living things. It also became associated 
with the Japanese sense of spirituality, which is derived from 
Japan's ancient traditions of animism and nature worship and 
its climate, with its four distinct seasons.
In “Sensing Nature,” we present installations by three 
internationally acclaimed artists and designer: Yoshioka Tokujin, 
Shinoda Taro and Kuribayashi Takashi. This exhibition aims to provide an opportunity to think about the relationship between 
the sensibilities and shared cultural memories of contemporary Japanese people with this ancient sense of nature. Natural 
phenomenon and the link between humans and nature from important components of each of these three creators' 
practices, and the interpretations of those practices are often particularly reliant on sensual or spatial perception. Large-
scale spatial installations give the viewers a chance to directly experience and, on the level of perception, share the artists' 
unique sensibilities. At the end of the exhibition is the NATURE BOOK LOUNGE, a collection of around 600 books 
assembled in collaboration with Academyhills Roppongi Library that encourages visitors to think more deeply about the 
themes raised in the exhibition.
Sensitivity towards the supernatural and the belief in energies and vibrations existing in certain places have tended to 
be disregarded and left behind by Modernism. If those can be coaxed from their hiding places in the nooks of our 
subconscious, then perhaps they will provide a good starting point for a reconsideration of the cultural DNA of eastern Asia.

Organizer: Mori Art Museum
Corporate Sponsors: OBAYASHI CORPORATION, Nishikawa Sangyo Co., Ltd., Awagami Factory, KYUDENKO, 
                                   SANKEN SETSUBI KOGYO CO., LTD., TOKYO GAS Co., Ltd., TOKYO ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY, 
                                   FANCL Corporation, MITSUI & CO., LTD.
Cooperation: Champagne Nicolas Feuillatte, BOMBAY SAPPHIRE, REFOJOULE CO., LTD.
Curated by: Kataoka Mami (Chief Curator, Mori Art Museum)

Venue: Mori Art Museum   53F Roppongi Hills Mori Tower, 6-10-1 Roppongi, Minato-ku, Tokyo Japan
Tel: 03-5777-8600 (Hello Dial)   Website: www.mori.art.museum
Open Hours: 10:00 - 22:00 (Tue: 10:00 - 17:00) * Open until 22:00 on 11/2(Tue). 
*Admission until 30 minutes before closing. Open everyday.
Admission: Adult: ¥1,500 University / Highschool student: ¥1,000 / Child (4 years to Junior Highschool student): ¥500
*Ticket also valid for “MAM Project 012:Tromarama” and Tokyo City View observation deck
  (Tokyo City View opening hours differ to Mori Art Museum) 
*Additional entrance fee to the Sky Deck is required: ¥300

Press Images   Images are available on our website.   www.mori.art.museum
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Yoshioka Tokujin
Born 1967. Yoshioka established the Yoshioka Tokujin Design Office after working under Kuramata Shiro and then Miyake 
Issey. Many of his works are in the permanent collections of major museums, including the Museum of Modern Art, New York, 
which has his paper chair, “Honey-pop,” and “ToFU,” the lighting fixture in which he designed light itself. In 2007, Yoshioka was 
named “Designer of the Year” at Design Miami. He has also appeared in television broadcaster NHK's “Purofeshonaru: Shigoto 
no Ryugi” (The professional’s way of working), MBS “JOUNETSU TAIRIKU” and he was selected by the Japanese edition of 
Newsweek as one of the “100 most respected Japanese around the world.”  www.tokujin.com

sound and smells are recognized by sharpening all five senses.  Yoshioka’s sense of experimentation and creativity that 
underpins his use of design to convey the uplifting feeling that results when our senses are stimulated can arguably be 
described as the design of sensations. It can also be likened to the sense of awe felt by people in ancient times as they 
looked up to and revered, the heavens.

Shinoda Taro
Born 1964 in Tokyo. Resides in Tokyo. Shinoda is known for stunning hand-made mechanical sculptures and installations. 
Incorporating everything from everyday landscapes to the universe itself, Shinoda’s works exhibit his interest in the themes of 
“gardens” and “a new relationship between humans and nature.” Shinoda has held solo exhibitions at REDCAT (Los Angeles), 
Hiroshima City Museum for Contemporary Art and elsewhere. He has also participated in numerous international exhibitions, 
including the Busan Biennale (2006) and Istanbul Biennale (2007).

As part of his exploration of the possibilities of design, Yoshioka Tokujin incorporates 
natural phenomena and principles into the design process, into which he then integrates 
technology—a product of natural science. The properties and characteristics of the diverse 
materials he uses—from industrial products through to natural materials—are enhanced 
by Yoshioka’s incisive sensibility, and he succeeds in recreating indeterminate phenomena, 
such as light, snow, storms, and wind, which do not have a distinct shape or color. Yoshioka’s 
works encapsulate a completely new perspective that contrasts with conventional design 
principles having a focus on beauty of form and color.
According to Yoshioka, “Nature never shows the same face, proof that nature is always alive. 
Nothing can transcend the beauty of nature created by necessity and that is the result 
of inevitability.”  The light and movement in our everyday lives are felt with the skin, while 

Shinoda Taro’s idea of nature is not confined to virgin forests and wildlife. It includes 
everything in the universe, all of creation, expanding into space to encompass the 
entire cosmos. By virtue of being part of the universe, the everyday scenes of urbanized, 
modern-day Tokyo, and those who live there, are also seen as being a part of nature. 
Shinoda, who originally studied Japanese landscape gardening, and has inherited 
the thinking behind Japanese gardens—that they reflect nature and the universe in 
condensed form—is interested in the “process by which our lives, society and culture 
tend to make nature into an entirely abstract concept.” However, he is also immensely 

fascinated by the microcosm found inside the human body.
By way of three new works by the artist, this exhibition reveals Shinoda’s magnificent Weltanschauung that seamlessly 
connects and unites the microcosm with the macrocosm. In these works, the body’s circulatory structure extends to 
encompass the cityscape as a border between the skin and the outside world, then extends further into the sky and 
space, revealing concentric circles of imagination. At the same time, the works allow a glimpse into Shinoda’s mind, 
where his fractal view of the world and cosmos asserts that we can discover fragments of nature and the universe in 
small regions of space close by us, without venturing out into the open spaces of nature or the cosmos.

Photo: Mikuriya Shinichiro
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Kuribayashi Takashi
Born 1968 in Nagasaki. Kuribayashi graduated from Musashino Art University in 1993 and Kunstakademie Dusseldorf (Germany) 
in 2002. He has held solo exhibitions at various locations including the Kolnisches Stadt Museum, Cologne in 2003, and the 
Hermes Gallery, Orchard Road, Singapore in 2006. He has also participated in several international exhibitions including “Arts 
Towada” (Towada Art Center, Aomori Prefecture – permanent collection), “Thermocline of Art - New Asian Waves” (ZKM 
| Center for Art and Media, Karlsruhe, Germany), “NEW NATURE” (The Govett-Brewster Art Gallery, New Plymouth, New 
Zealand) and “Gardens” (Toyota Municipal Museum of Art, Aichi Prefecture).

or intermediate zones—a consistent theme in his work—and the transformation of values as a result of shifted 
perspective as boundaries are transcended. The amphibious animals—seals and penguins, for example—that 
frequently appear in Kuribayashi’s work are symbols of a perspective crossing and re-crossing borders and boundaries, 
and arguably portray the artist himself.
This exhibition includes two new installations underpinned by views of the world imaginable from boundaries—the 
forest floor that is the border separating what lies above and below, or the boundary line between land and sea. Both 
installations have the effect of expanding the imagination by means of the viewer becoming part of, and physically 
experiencing the work. Visitors are encouraged to cross the boundary line, shift their perspective, and observe the 
new world that appears before them.

Kuribayashi Takashi has always had an interest in the depiction of space in the 
traditional Japanese paintings by artists such as Tawaraya Sotatsu and Ogata 
Korin of the Rimpa school. After moving to Germany, where he lived for 12 years, 
Kuribayashi went on to develop an interest in borders and territories, which he 
depicted through a series of installations and spatial compositions. 
According to Kuribayashi, “Whether fusuma-e (sliding wall panels) or kakejiku 
(painted scroll), space in Japanese painting works through its relationship 
with the space surrounding it.” The artist hints at the fluidity of ‘boundaries’ 

■ Exhibition Catalog
B5/ 208 pages (tentative)/ Japanese-English bilingual/ ¥2,800 (pre-tax price, tentative) Published by Mori Art Museum,
Edited and produced by Heibonsha Ltd. Publishers
 
■ Ink-jet block printing
Limited edition with autographs
3 variations (Drawings of new artworks by Yoshioka Tokujin, Shinoda Taro, Kuribayashi Takashi)
 
■ Postcard
5 variations (Installation images at the Mori Art Museum) Price: undetermined

Available at the Mori Arts Center Museum Shop 53F  03-6406-6270

Related Information

Photo: Mikuriya Shinichiro



Relay Talk: “Nature Session”

“Nature as seen from the eyes of insects”

“Establishment of the modern Japanese sense of nature”(TBA) 

“shinoda taro x David Wilson (director of the museum ofJurassic Technology) ”(TBA)

Public program

“Sensing Nature” is an attempt to rethink the Japanese perception of nature. In the three participant artists’ works you can 
see manifestations of amorphous natural phenomena such as snow, light, water and earth, as well as the Japanese sense 
of spirituality, which arose from an ancient cosmology that saw nature and humans as one. What do these three artists' 
approaches to nature have in common? How do they make use of nature in their work? In this relay talk, “Nature Session,” 
we give a brief introduction to the exhibition before exploring these artists’ works and the contexts behind them.

Introduction: Kataoka Mami (Chief Curator, Mori Art Museum)
Relay Talk: 
1. Yoshioka Tokujin (artist) with Niimi Ryu (Professor, Arts Policy and Management, Musashino Art University)
2. Shinoda Taro (artist) with Shigemori Mitsuaki (Artist / Director, Mirei Shigemori Garden Museum)
3. Kuribayashi Takashi (artist) with Shimizu Minoru (Art critic / Professor, The Institute for Language and Culture, Doshisha University)

*Japanese-English simultaneous interpretation available

*Japanese only

*Japanese only

*Japanese only

Date: 14:00-18:00, 8 August (Sun), 2010  Venue: Tower Hall, Academyhills 49 (Mori Tower 49F) Capacity: 250 (bookings required)
Admission:  Adult 1,000 yen; Student & MAMC Member 500 yen   Organized by: Mori Art Museum,  Academyhills

Lectures

Kuribayashi Satoshi, who is known for using a special camera to take photographs from the perspective of insects, introduces us to the insect 
world as well as discussing his own view of nature.
Speaker: Kuribayashi Satoshi (biological photographer, video artist)   Date: 19:00-20:30, Thursday, 14 October, 2010   Venue: Mori Art Museum
Capacity: 80 (bookings required)   Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

Watanabe Toshio discusses the process by which the modern Japanese sense of nature was established, up until the point that the Japanese word 
shizen became accepted as the translation of the English word "nature." The boom in famous places seen in late Edo Period ukiyoe prints will 
be compared with the tendency towards non-famous places observed scientifically or geographically. He will also discuss the relations of these 
things with the introduction of Western-style landscape painting in the Meiji Period, John Ruskin's views on nature and the watercolor movement.
Date: 14:00-15:30, Wednesday, 3 November, 2010   Venue: Mori Art Museum   Capacity: 80 (bookings required)
Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

Incorporating both art and science, the Museum of Jurassic Technology possesses an unusual outlook on the world. It is widely known for its 
unique exhibits that are brimming with imagination and knowledge. Artist Shinoda Taro explores the wunderkammer, a small room exhibiting 
unusual pieces that were popular in 16th century Germany in this talk with the museum director David Wilson.
Speakers: David Wilson (Director, The Museum of Jurassic Technology), Shinoda Taro (artist)   Date: 19:00-20:30, Friday, 6 August, 2010
Venue: Mori Art Museum   Capacity: 80 (bookings required)   Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

Niimi Ryu  (Professor, Arts Policy and Management, Musashino Art University)
Curator, writer, and critic. Curatorial adviser to the Isamu Noguchi Garden Museum of Japan. From 1982 to 1999 curated several exhibitions at 
Saison Museum of Art, Tokyo, as a curator. Author of  “Modern Architecture, Design and Gardens” (2000). 

Shigemori Mitsuaki (Artist / Director, Mirei Shigemori Garden Museum)
Born in Kyoto. After graduating from Kyoto College of Art, studied at the Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts, Paris. Returned to Japan in 
1997 and participated in the Research Program at CCA Kitakyushu. Co-curated the art project “Shima/Islands” at Mirei Shigemori Residence, 
Kyoto (2000-2001). Has worked as an artist and the director of Mirei Shigemori Garden Museum since its opening in 2006.

Shimizu Minoru (Art critic / Professor, The Institute for Language and Culture, Doshisha University)
Regularly contributor of essays and criticism to art magazines, monographs and museum catalogues. Publications on art include: “The Art of 
Equivalence” in Wolfgang Tillmans truth study center (Taschen, 2005); “Shinjuku, Index” in Daido Moriyama (Editorial RM, 2007).  As early as 
1999, wrote a review of one of Kuribayashi Takashi’s earliest solo shows, in Germany.
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Curator Talk  * Japanese only

The exhibition curator will talk about the exhibition in the galleries.
Speaker: Kataoka Mami (Chief Curator, Mori Art Museum)
No.1  Date: 16:00-17:00, Sunday, 25 July, 2010
No.2  Date: 19:00-20:00, Friday, 1 October, 2010
Venue: Mori Art Museum (Please gather at the entrance of the exhibition.)
Capacity: 30 each (bookings not required)
Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

Kids Tour 
A tour for primary school students wanting to enjoy and learn 
more about the exhibition.
Date: 11:00-12:00, Friday, 20 August, 2010
Participants: Primary school age children
Capacity: 20 (bookings required)
Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)
*Tours can also be arranged to cater for guardians

Seniors Tour 
A tour for seniors. With one member of staff for every two or 
three participants, this tour is flexible enough to move at each 
participant's own pace. Recommend for seniors wanting to learn 
more about the exhibition or seniors unfamiliar with art
Date: 10:30-12:00 Friday, 17 September, 2010
Participants: Seniors (over 60 years of age)
* Companions can be of any age. 
Capacity: 10 (bookings required)
Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

Access Programs
  Sign Language Tour
A tour for enjoying the exhibition using sign language and 
words. Open to those who don't use sign language, too.
Date: 19:00-20:00 Friday, 8 October, 2010
Participants: General public  Capacity: 10 (bookings required)
Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

  Verbal Imaging Tour
A tour in which the visually impaired can explore the exhibition 
through dialogue with museum staff.
Date: 11:00 - 12:30 Saturday, 23 October, 2010
Participants: Those with some form of visual impairment
Capacity: 8 (bookings required)
Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

School Programs
  Teacher Program
In addition to guidance through the museum, we discuss ways 
in which the exhibition could be used in learning situations.
Date: 18:30-20:00, Thursday, 26 August, 2010
Participants: Teachers at nursery schools, kindergartens, 
primary schools, junior high schools, colleges and universities 
Capacity: 50 (bookings required)   Admission: Free

  School Tours
Tours conducted as a part of school classes. Please enquire 
at least three days in advance. Tour content and dates will be 
determined through consultation with teachers
Admission per student: Free (Nursery schools, kindergartens, 
primary schools, junior high schools) /
¥500 (High schools) / ¥1,000 (colleges, universities)
Teachers/guardians are admitted free. Please enquire for details.

Gallery Talk *Japanese only

Explore the exhibition with a member of the Mori Art Museum staff.
Date: 19:00-20:00, each second Wednesday (4 August, 18 
August, 1 September, 15 September, 29 September, 13 October 
and 27 October)
Venue: Mori Art Museum (Please gather at the entrance of the exhibition.)
Capacity: 15 each (bookings not required)
Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

Workshops *Japanese only

“Drawing event for children with Yoshioka Tokujin”
“Nature Sense” gives viewers the chance to experience natural 
phenomena such as light, snow and a storm. After seeing the show, 
children can join artist Yoshioka Tokujin in making crayon drawings!
Date: 14:00-15:30, Thursday, 19 August, 2010
Speaker: Yoshioka Tokujin (designer, artist)
Participants: Children in lower years at primary school
Venue: Mori Art Museum
Capacity: 15 (bookings required)   *BOOKED OUT
Admission: Materials fee ¥500 (exhibition ticket required)

Family Programs *Japanese only

Family Tour
A tour for parents and children to enjoy art – for babies in 
strollers to small children. Choose a tour to match your child's 
stage of development.
Participants: Preschool-aged children (0 to 6) and their guardians
Capacity: 10 groups each (bookings required)   *BOOKED OUT
Admission: Free (exhibition ticket required)

  Baby Stroller Tour
A tour for guardians with small children in strollers. No need to 
feel embarrassed about bringing a stroller into the exhibition.
Date: 11:00-12:00, Saturday, 2 October and Tuesday, 2 
November, 2010
* There are no restrictions on use of baby strollers within the museum, so if you 
can't attend the tour, feel free to visit at any time.

  Parent-child Dialogue Tour
A tour for parents with children who have just started to talk. 
Feel free to discuss the exhibition or whatever catches your 
child's fancy. (Recommended for children over the age of 3.)
Date: 15:00-16:00, Saturday, 2 October and Tuesday, 2 
November, 2010

Enquires: Advance bookings are required for all programs except "Curator Talks" and "Gallery Talks." Participation in "Workshops" and "Kids Tours" is 
determined by lottery. Participation in all other programs is on a first-come, first-served basis. Reservations can be made from the Mori Art Museum website. 
Bookings for "Sign Language Tours" can also be made by fax (03-6406-9351) and for "Verbal Imaging Tours" and "School Tours” by telephone (03-6406-6101).
Enquires: Public Programs, Mori Art Museum (Monday to Friday 11:00-17:00)
TEL: 03-6406-6101(direct)   FAX: 03-6406-9351   E-mail: ppevent-mam@mori.co.jp
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Announcing the “Nature Book Lounge”

The Mori Art Museum will establish “Nature Book Lounge” 
within the “Sensing Nature” exhibition in collaboration with 
Academyhills, which operates a members-only library within 
Roppongi Hills.
It is planned that the “Nature Book Lounge” will offer around 
600 books on subjects related to the exhibition, including 
the mythology and cosmology on which the Japanese sense 
of nature is founded; views of nature and the seasons as 
expressed in Jomon Period culture, the Manyoshu and The 
Tale of Genji; the development of the Japanese garden; issues 
pertaining to Japanese physicality, sense and perception; 
expression of physicality found in modern Japanese art; Mono-
ha; and photographic albums of natural landscapes that can be appreciated by the whole family.
Furthermore, the "Nature Book Lounge" will be designed by the creative unit REBIRTH PROJECT, which is led by actor 
Iseya Yusuke and sees artists and architects use recycled materials in furniture and space design.
The “Nature Book Lounge” is open throughout the duration of the “Sensing Nature” exhibition and is accessible to all 
those holding a valid exhibition ticket. It will also serve as the venue for the lecture series and other events aimed at 
thinking about the Japanese sense of nature.

Dates: 24 July (Sat) – 7 November (Sun), 2010
Venue: Gallery 1, Mori Art Museum
Cooperation: Academyhills
Library direction: Shibukawa Masatoshi (Fellow,  Academyhills Roppongi Library), Takahashi Junjiro (Adviser,  Academyhills / 
Professor Emeritus, Keio University)
Space design: REBIRTH PROJECT

Academyhills
Developed with the aim of supporting the activities of autonomous individuals who work outside of the traditional 
forums of organization or company, Academyhills is a members-only library and school focused on the needs of 
business people. It is located on the 49th floor of Roppongi Hills Mori Tower. The Roppongi Library, which can 
be utilized from 7:00 till 24:00 every day for 9,450 yen per month, currently has 3,200 members. The wireless-
LAN-equipped work spaces and the Library Café that offers stunning views over Tokyo are two of Academyhills' 
most popular attractions. The collection of 17,000 books, focused mainly on new business publications, has been 
carefully assembled to provide business people with up-to-date and essential information and knowledge. A place 
for people to gather, the intellect to be refined, interaction to occur, and connections to be made: Academyhills is 
a knowledge hub where new values are always being developed.   Website: www.academyhills.com/

REBIRTH PROJECT
Started in May, 2009 as a project aimed at helping everyone survive on Earth. Directed by actor Iseya Yusuke.
The project creates products and initiatives that seek to develop new values by making effective re-use of discarded 
and recyclable materials in the fields of clothing, food and shelter. All profits are directed towards education and the 
protection of the environment – thereby indicating the potential for a new cyclical approach to social interaction.
In 2009, REBIRTH PROJECT participated in the exhibition “No Man's Land” that was held at the former French 
Embassy in Tokyo. In May, 2010, it launched the “Leebirth Project,” a denim-recycling project held in collaboration 
with the denim brand Lee.    
Website: www.rebirth-project.jp
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