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He graduated at Nice Conservatory; he has worked as a composer for the Avant-garde Company at the Pascal Rambert Theatre from 1985 to 1994.

He began to create many acoustic installations for many art galleries in the early 1990’s. 

He lives and works in Sète, France.

La sua arte

“[est] comme «hacker» de la vie”, “[He] is like an «hacker» of life”
He uses the rhythms of everyday life for his musical artworks: for from here to ear at the Barbican in London and for The Curve in 2010, he used electrical guitars and other instruments exposed outdoors, linked to amplifiers and left at the disposal of some finches that composed music with their natural movement by interacting with the instrument themselves. The way in which music is composed depends on how the birds are animated and it’s very effective as a media to narrate the movements and the feelings of birds (Boursier-Mougenot has also used in other projects some plates in a collection of pools in Sans Titre (series V), Pinacothèque Sao Paolo, Brazil (2009).

His minimalist music recalls that by John Cage (1912-1992) and Gyorgy Kurtag (1926), but conceived in a completely different way. It’s a mixture between land art and site-specific art that in a certain way recalls Robert Smithson’s (1938-1973) and Sol LeWitt’s (1928-2007) artworks.  

His work is very concentrated on the unexpected and on the chaos theory, “the hazard”, but everything is controlled: there is a variable controlled by the artist himself and an independent variable (the chaos element, the nature, the movement of the objects that have been chosen by him are thus a controlled variable, since they are positioned in an environment where their reaction is not controlled and therefore unexpected). 

His art is very interactive both with nature and with the visitors.

The artist reveals the musical potential of the objects which is produced because of their acoustic qualities; the instrument setting is controlled and designed by Boursier-Mougenot himself. He familiarizes with the instruments, he tries to understand their being so that he exploits their maximum potential. 

The artist defines his music as “open” instead of a music closed within the page. The idea of “if a tree falls down and there’s no-one listening while it falls down, does it create sound?” is a concept that exist also in Boursier-Mougenot’s art, because his work exists only when there’s someone witnessing.

Prizez and awards

March 11th 2010, voted “Artist of the Week n.78” by The Guardian and Observer 

October 2010, finalist of the Marcel Duchamp Prize by the Association pour la Diffusion Internationale de l’Art Français (ADIAF)
2009, Golden David Award, David Contemporary Art Academy

2004, FIACRE Grant

1998, P.S.1 – Institute for Contemporary Arts – AFAA Artists’ Studio Program

1997, FIACRE Grant

His artworks are exposed either in private and public collections in the entire world, among which: Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris; Museum of Old and New Art, Hobart, Tasmania; Israel Museum, Jerusalem; San Diego Museum of Contemporary Art, La Jolla, CA; Fonds National d’Art Contemporain, Paris; Fonds Régional d’Art Contemporain (FRACs), France
His monograph, états seconds, has been published by Analogues, in Arles, France (2008)
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To watch the work by Céleste Boursier-Mougenot at Barbican:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ZQ4VmicDeM
